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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

:o: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer : 

L.  W.  POLE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H, 
(Resigned  November  1944). 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer : 

MARGARETHE  NEUGROESCHL,  M.D.  (Vienna). 

Eye  Specialist  (Part-time): 

J.  J.  HEALY,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist  (Part-time): 

T.  I.  WILLIAMS,  F.R.C.S.E. 

Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  ; 

A.  0.  PARKER,  M.D. 

Dental  Surgeon: 

X.  E.  MATHIAS,  L.R.C.P.  .&  S.,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

R.  EVANS,  M.R.S.I. 

Sanitary  Inspectors : 

X.  R.  REES,  C.R.S.I. 

J.  E.  MARKS,  C.R.S.I.  (Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods). 

J.  J.  NENER,  C.R.S.I.  (Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods). 

(Temporary) . 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses: 

M.  C.  JONES,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  M.  HOPKINS,  S.R.N, 

G.  GREENE,  S.R.N. , S.C.M.  (H.V.  Cert.) 

G.  M.  ROBERTS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (H.V  Cert  , 

S.  THOMAS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (H.V.  Cert.) 
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Orthopaedic  Sister: 

J.  L.  HARRIES,  C.S.M.M.G. 


Borough  Maternity  Home ; 


Sister-in-Charge:  L.  V.  DODD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Staff  Midwife:  H.  DYER,  S.C.M. 

Staff  Midwife:  G.  M.  CLARKE , S.C.M.  (Appointed  February 
1944).  (Resigned,  March,  1944). 

Staff  Midwife:  G.  E.  D.  ALLEN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (Appointed 
April,  1944) . 

Staff  Midwife:  M.  S.  WOODCOCK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (Appointed 
May,  1944) . 


J.  DAVIES  (on  War  Service).  A.  G.  BEYNON  (tempormry). 


Chief  Clerk : 

W.  J.  SYMMONS. 


Clerks : 


T.  J.  JONES  do. 
T.  C. DAVIES  do. 


MARY  E,  THOMAS  (temporary). 
IRIS  M.  ROBERTS  (temporary). 


Dental  Attendant: 


NESTA  MORGAN  (temporary). 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1944. 


o o o 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Councillors  and  Co-opted  Members 
of  the  Borough  of  Llanelly. 


% 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Llanelly  for  the  year  1944. 

This  Report  has  been  compiled  from  and  represents  throughout 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  under  the  control  of 
my  predecessor — Dr.  Laurence  AV.  Pole  who  resigned  from  the 
position  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  November,  1944. 

On  behalf  of  Dr.  Pole  I would  like  to  acknowledge  with 
sincere  thanks  the  co-operation  of  the  departments  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  the  Borough  Treasurer,  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  Education  Committee  during  the  year  1944.  I have 
also  to  thank  the  Matron  and  Nursing  and  Domestic  Staff  of  the 
Coiporation  Maternity  Home  who  have  carried  on  their  work 
under  difficult  conditions.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  very  shortly 
now,  in  the  opening  of  our  new  Maternity  Home,  their  work  will 
be  rendered  possible  (I  cannot  say  easier)  in  more  pleasant 
surroundings  and  with  greatly  increased  facilities. 


0 i ?Ur  5“*®  are  also  to  be  acknowledged  to  the  Staff  of  the 

1 ublic  Health  Department  and  here  1 would  mention  the 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Neugroeschl,  who,  having 
conquered  admirably  the  language  difficulties  which  must  have 
beset  her  path  m the  past,  has  through  her  very  pleasant  dis- 
position  won  the  hearts  of  the  many  people  with  whom  her  dailv 
work  brings  her  into  contact.  J 

Grateful  thanks  are  also  due  to  Df.  T.  E Mathias  He  W 
wiTh  “ thTgh  ■yeM'  * whilst  hav  ng  to  dea 

ta t!Tea“e  ^ demands  exactitude 


admirably8,  “nd  homes  “d  <=“™d  out  their  wolS 


c 


Mr.  Jack  Symmons  as  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department,  has, 
with  his  clerical  staff  done  spartan  work  in  the  never  ending 
task  of  preserving  records  and  bringing  these  up  to  date. 

At  this  point  I would  also  acknowledge  the  work  of  Miss  Nesta 
Morgan,  who  was  appointed  as  Dental  Attendant  in  the  Depart- 
ment and  held  that  post  until  recently  when  her  predecessor 
returned  from  National  Service. 

Mrs.  Joyce  L.  Harries  has  also  done  excellent  work  in  the 
orthopaedic  and  sun-ray  department  and  to  her  also  I say  thank 
you, 

I have  to  acknowledge  with  grateful  thanks  the  excellent 
services  rendered  by  Mr.  A.  0.  Parker,  M.D.,  Consultant 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon;  Dr.  J.  J.  Healy,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Consultant 
Eye  Specialist;  Mr.  T.  I.  Williams,  F.B.C.S.E.,  Consultant  Ear. 
Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon,  and  Dr.  E.  Madel,  in  the  Gynaeco- 
logical Clinic. 

Last  but  not  least,  may  I add  a word  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Pole 
himself  for  his  great  work  not  only  in  1944,  but  during  all  the 
years  of  his  service  in  Llanelly.  Throughout  those  years*  he 
had  devoted  himself  wholeheartedly  to  his  calling  in  this  Borougti 
and  had  earned  for  himself  the  well-deserved  respect  and  affectioa 
of  those  who  knew  him.  I had  the  great  pleasure  of  meeting 
Dr.  Pole  in  Llanelly,,  and  now  that  once  more  he  has  said  “Au 
revoir,”  I wish  him  and  Mrs.  Pole  God  speed,  good  health  and 
a happy  retirement.  To  him  I feel  we  can  all  join  in  saying  “A 
job  well  done,  sir.” 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  T.  BAYNES, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly. 

September,  1945, 


SUMMARY. 


Area  (in  acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  2,069 

Population,  1944  (estimated— Registrar  General)  ....  33,360 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books 

(end  of  1944)  ....  8,882 
Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  £174,474 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  £660 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REGISTER  GENERAL’S  VITAL 
STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

F. 

24L  Birth  Rate* 

1 15.85  per  1,000 
19 j estimated  population 

6>|  32.90  per  1,000* 
l total  (live  and  still) 

1 j births. 

/ Death  rate  12.47* 

190  J per  1,000  estimated 
^ population. 

The  rates  for  1943  were:  — 

Birth  rate  ....  15.05  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Still  birth  rate....  51.23  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Death  rate  ....  13.13  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

* For  comparison  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were 

respectively  17.6  and  1 16  per  1,000  estimated  population  The  still  birth 

rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.50  per  1,000  population  That  for 
Llanelly  was  0.53  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
Deaths.  still)  births. 

1 ....  1.82 


Live  'i 

1 Legitimate 

Total 

500 

M 

259 

Births  J 

1 Illegitimate 

29 

10 

StiU  ^ 

| Legitimate 

16 

10 

Births  J 

| Illegitimate 

2 

1 

Deaths 

416 

226 

No.  29 — Puerperal  sepsis 
No.  30.  Other  maternal  causes 

t 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Dp«T  f/°m  ?;hooPing  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
Inquests  numbered  J 

Lncertified  deaths  numbered 
Leaths  in  Public  Institutions 


3 


5.48 


7.31 


63 

Nil 

2 

3 

23 

O 

u 

80 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — An  arrangement  is  in  operation  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  pathological  specimens  and  of  milk 
samples  at  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Carmar- 
then. and  at  thu  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea.  During  the  year 
115  throat  and  nasal  swabs,  6 vaginal  swabs,  2 blood  specimens, 
84  faeces  specimens  and  2 specimens  of  cerebro  spinal  fluid  were 
examined  at  the  Carmarthen  Laboratory  and  46  milk  samples 
were  examined  at  the  Beck  Laboratory. 

Water  Analysis.— This  work  was  done  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Sugden, 
M.Sc.,  of  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — The  agreement  with  the  Priory  of  St. 
John  continues  in  operation  for  the  transport  of  patients  residing 
in  the  Borough  to  the  General  Hospital,  etc. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — This  is  undertaken  by  the  Llanelly  and 
District  Nursing  Association  in  the  case  of  subscribers. 

Treatment  Centres. — The  following  Clinics  are  housed  in  the 
Public  Health  Department,  Old  Town  Hall: — Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare,  School  Clinic,  Dental  Clinic  and  Eye  Clinic.  Three 
rooms  at  the  Hall  Street  Wesleyan  Chapel  Vestry  are  used  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  and  a Gynaecological 
Clinic  is  held  at  the  Nurses’  Institute  by  arrangement  with  the 
Llanelly  and  District  Nursing  Association.  The  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association  had  premises  at  Greenfield  Villas  up  to  the 
end  of  May.  On  1st  June,  1944,  the  Association  took  over  new 
and  more  suitable  premises  at  Bay  View,  Capel  Road,  with  more 
up  to  date  equipment  and  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
has  been  carried  on  since  at  this  address. 

HOSPITALS. 

Borough  Isolation  Hospital. — This  Hospital  has  been  closed 
since  September  1940.  Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  sent  to 
the  County  Isolation  Hospital. 

Prince  of  Wales’  Orthopaedic  Hospital. — Three  children  were 
admitted  into  this  Hospital  for  treatment  under  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  in  addition  to  one  child  for  whose 
cost  the  Education  Committee  is  responsible.  Further  informa- 
tion will  be  found  on  page  35  of  the  School  Medical  Officer's 
Report. 

Maternity  Hospital  Accommodation.  (See  Page  10). 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwives. — Seven  midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council 
and  twelve  midwives  practising  independently  (including  four 
Health  Visitors  who  did  temporary  duty  at  the  Corporation 
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Maternity  Home),  notified  their  intention  of  practising  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  under  Section  203  of 


the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was 

500,  of  which  14  were  still 

births. 

Infant  Mortality: — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants  within  12  months  of  birth  14 

....  10  .... 

24 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  (included 
Ages  at  death:—. 

in  above)  2 

....  1 .... 

3 

On  first  day  • .... 

....  3 

....  4 .... 

7 

Under  7 days 

....  5 

....  7 .... 

12 

Under  4 weeks 

....  8 

....  8 .... 

16 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  45.36  per  1,000  live  births 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  46.00. 


Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1944. 

Net  deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  One 

Year  of  age. 


• 

Under  1 weekl 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 
4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months  1 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  month. 

Total  deaths  1 
under  1 year ■ 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis — peri- 

1 

1 

toneum 

Pneumonia  

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  

3 

3 

1 

4 

Prematurity 

6 

1 

7 

7 

Congenital  Malform- 

ations,  birth  injury 

etc.  

5 

5 

1 

6 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

1 

1 

Totals 

12 

1 

3 

16 

2 

3 

3 

24 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  was  one  death  due  to  puerperal 
sepsis  and  three  due  to  causes  other  than  sepsis.  This  gives  a 
maternal  mortality  rate  of  7.31  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.93. 

Health  Visiting.— Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  vear  bv 
Health  Visitors:  — 

1.  To  expectant  mothers  ....  ....  11; 

2.  To  children  under  one  year  of  age  ....  2160 

3.  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ....  366H 
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The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Health 
Visitors  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  work:  — 

Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  diseases  ....  ....  5 


Visits  of  enquiry — still  births 
Visits  of  enquiry — infant  deaths 
Visits  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  ....  ....  ■ 

Follow-up  visits  to  school  children 
Visits  to  applicants  desiring  admission  into  Maternity 
Home 
Miscellaneous 


11 

13 

106 

61 

11 

19 


Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


(a)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  first 
attended  at  the  Centre  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of 
their  first  attendance  were: — 


1.  Under  one  year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  401 

2.  Over  one  year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  47 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centre  during  the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  wejre— 

1.  Under  one  year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  331 

2.  Over  one  year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  392 

Antenatal  and  Postnatal  Services. 


Total  number  of  women  who  attended  at  the  antenatal  and 
postnatal  clinics  during  the  year,  130. 


Supply  of  Milk  and  Food. 

Proprietary  brands  of  dried  milk  are  sold  at  cost  price  at  the 
Clinic. 

Priority  Dockets  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

Priority  dockets,  are  issued  to  expectant  mothers  to  enable 
them  to  obtain  sheets.  These  dockets  are  issued  to  applicants 
on  production  of  a certificate  issued  by  midwives  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Minstry  of  Health.  This  scheme 
came  into  operation  in  November  1944. 

Maternity  Home. — Reference  is  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1943  to  the  desire  of  the  Town  Council  to  provide  more  satis- 
factory accommodation  for  maternity  cases.  The  available 
accommodation  at  No.  5,  Goring  Road,  is  for  five  patients  and 
this  is  sometimes  strained.  So  far  it  has  not  been  necessary  to 
refuse  admission  to  any  patient. 


I 


n 


The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  inspected  a 
number  of  premises  either  in  the  Borough  or  on  its  outskirts  and 
consideration  is  now  being  given  to  acquiring  one  of  these  which 
would  provide  adequately  for  all  the  needs  of  the  town,  and  by 
arrangement,  might  also  accommodate  persons  living  in  neigh- 
bouring districts.  The  demand  for  institutional  treatment  is 
gradually  becoming  greater  and  this  should  present  few  difficulties 
if  the  proposals  now  before  the  Town  Council  mature. 

As  in  the  past,  patients  are  referred  to  Gorseinon  Maternity 
Block,  for  examination  by  Dr.  Lloyd  Davies,  of  Swansea,  where 
requests  are  made  by  medical  practitioners  for  such  examination 
in  view  of  anticipated  complications  of  pregnancy.  Arrange- 
ments are  made  for  such  cases  to  be  admitted  into  Gorseinon  or 
Carmarthen  Maternity  Blocks  if  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Lloyd 
Davies  these  cases  cannot  be  dealt  with  at  the  Corporation 
Maternity  Home. 

The  Council  have  now  decided  that  for  the  duration  of  the 
war,  two  obstetricians  should  be  authorised  to  deputise  for  Dr. 
Lloyd  Davies,  if  this  became  necessary — Dr.  Vyvyan  Davies, 
Swansea,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  E.  James,  Carmarthen.  Both  of  these 
are  specially  qualified  in  obstetrics  and  gynaecology. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  through  the  good  offices  of  the 
National  Birthday  Fund,  a Minnett’s  gas  apparatus  was  obtained 
for  self-administration  by  the  patients  if  this  was  deemed 
desirable. 

The  lady  members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  have  done  valuable  and  useful  work  in  the  repair  oi 
linen,  etc.,  at  the  Maternity  Home  where  they  meet  on 
Wednesday  afternoons. 

The  Home  which  had  to  be  closed  in  November,  1943, 
following  staff  resignations  was  not  re-opened  until  February. 
1944,  after  a Sister-in-Charge  and  a Staff  Midwife  had  been 
appointed.  The  Health  Visitors  again  assisted  in  the  work  until 
a Complete  staff — Sister-in-Charge  and  three  Staff  Midwives  had 
been  appointed.  This  was  not  possible  until  the  end  of  May. 

During  the  time  the  Maternity  Home  was  closed,  patients  in 
whose  case  abnormality  or  difficult  labour  were  suspected  we-e 
sent  to 'Gorseinon  or  Carmarthen  Maternity  Blocks. 
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Statistics  for  the  year  1944. — Llanelly  Corporation  Maternity 
Home. 

Number  of  Maternity  Beds  in  the  Institution  ....  ....  5 

Number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  during  1944  (6  of  these 
were  transferred  to  Carmarthen  Maternity  Block 
and  2 transferred  home) . ....  ....  ....  68 

Average  duration  of  stay  ....  ....  ....  ....  12’ days 

Number  of  cases  delivered  by  (a)  Midwives,  45;  (b)  Doctors  12 

Number  of  cases  admitted  after  delivery  ....  ....  3 

Number  of  cases  notified  as  puerperal  pyrexia  ....  ....  Nil 

Number  of  cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum  ....  ....  Nil 

Number  of  infants  who  have  at  any  time  received  a supple- 
mentary or  complementary  feed  while  in  the  Institution  7 
Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed  on  leaving  the 

Institution  ;...  ....  ....  ....  ....  45 

Number  of  cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum  ....  Nil 
Number  of  maternal  deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cause:  Heart  failure  due  to  obstetric  shock.  - 
Number  of  still  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Cause  in  each  case — 

(1)  Macerated  foetus. 

(2)  Prematurity  and  ante-partum  haemorrhage. 

(3)  and  (4)  Twins — Obstructed  labour. 

Number  of  infant  deaths  within  10  days  of  birth  ....  1 

Cause  of  death — Prematurity. 

The  net  number  of  patients  dealt  with  during  the  year  1944 
was  111.  Besides  the  62  patients  which  were  treated  in  the 
Corporation  Maternity  Home,  37  were  admitted  into  the  Car- 
marthen Infirmary  Maternity  Block,  8 to  the  Gorseinon  Maternity 
Block  and  4 to  the  Amman  Valley  Hospital. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  conditions  for 
patients  were  admitted  into  Maternity  Institutions: — 

Home  conditions 

Malpresentation,  difficult  labour  .... 

Complications  of  pregnancy  and  labour  ' .... 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy 

Retained  placenta 

Multiple  pregnancy 

Incomplete  abortion 

Other  conditions  


which 


42 

28 

22 

3 

4 
2 
8 
2 


111 


13 
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Home  Helps. — There  is  no  Home  Help  Scheme  in  operation 
in  the  borough. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Four  cases  were  notified  during  the 
'year.  They  were  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  two  cases 
were  removed  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital.  Vision  was 
unimpaired  in  the  four  cases. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Six  cases  were  notified  in  1944,  and  two 
cases  were  removed  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital. 


Child  Life  Protection.— (Section  206  to  220  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936). 

(a)  Number  of  persons  who  were  receiving  children 

for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  2 

(b)  Number  of  children  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  2 

(c)  Number  of  Child  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end 

of  the  year  who  were  Health  Visitors  ....  4 


Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939. 

(a)  Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice  under  Section 

7 (3)  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  “adopted”  under  the 

Section  during  the  year  ....  ....  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  such  children  under  supervision  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ....  • ....  N'l 


inr?6?1*!!1  The  work  done  by  the  Dental  Surgeon  is 

eluded  in  the  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  ° 


sSSP «s  t & ssftras 


Officer,  Dr,  Gwendoline  Sel!  “«*  «*  Medic, 
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Dr.  Madel’s  report  on  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is 
as  follpws: — 

“The  types  of  cases  seen  continue  to  justify  the  existence  of 
the  Clinic  and  there  was  an  increase  over  that  in  1943.  Twelve 
new  cases  were  seen  as  compared  with  nine  in  1943.  When 
control  over  the  use  of  paper  is  removed  I hope  to  return  to  the 
previous  practice  of  recording  examples  of  cases  seen.  As  I 
stated  in  my  report,  such  recordings  will  convey 
more  accurately  the  need  for  the  clinic  than  can  a statement  of 
attendances. 

“The  total  number  of  attendances  was  79,  showing  a fall  of 
13  when  compared  with  that  of  1943.  This  fall  was  due  to  fewer 
attendances  by  old  patients,  many  of  whom  did  not  need  further 
advice.  Nineteen  old  patients  attended  once  or  more  during 
the  year. 

“I  again  desire  to  express  my  great  appreciation  of  Nurse 
Greene’s  services.  Her  knowledge  and  sympathetic  understanding 
has  materially  assisted  in  the  success  of  the  Clinic.  To  Miss 
Marpole,  Matron  of  the  Llanelly  and  District  Nursing  Association 
I extend  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  many  kindnesses  she  has 
shown  to  the  staff.’’ 

Summary  of  Attendances: — 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  BOROUGH. 

Water  Supply. — There  is  an  abundant  constant  supply  of  water 
for  the  whole  of  the  Borough  and  the  premises  within  the  Cor- 
poration’s Extended  limits  of  supply. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  filtered  water  for  domestic 
purposes  for  the  year  was  47.39  gallons  per  head  per  day,  and 
for  trade  purposes  44.99  gallons  per  head  per  day.  In  addition, 
353,948,000  gallons  of  untreated  water  were  supplied  by  agree- 
ment to  consumers  outside  the  Corporation  Water  Limits  for 
trade  purposes. 

Water  Analysis. — The  water  for  domestic  supply  is  subjected 
to  slow  sand  filtration  and  chloramine  treatment  and  monthly 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  water  show  that  the 
treatment  is  satisfactory. 


Number  of  new  cases 
Number  of  old  cases 


12 

19 


Total  number 

Total  number  of  attendances  made 


31 

79 


15 
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Samples  taken  on  12th  December,  1944,  for  examination  by 
Dr.  J.  H.  Sugden,  of  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory  showed  the  following  results:  — 


Bacteriological.  - 

No.  la 

No.  lb 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Domestic 

Copper 

Industrial  River 

supply 

service 

supply 

Gwendraeth 

lead 

pipe 

Marshfield 

intake. 

service 

filter 

Square 

pipe. 

Beds. 

. 

Bacteria  developing 
per  m.l.  at  20°  C. 
Bacteria  developing 

6 

80 

30 

620 

per  m.l.  at  37°  C. 

1 

. 20 

12 

110 

B.  Coli  present  in 

..  rn.l. 

2 & 

10  .& 

10'  m.l. 

— m.l. 

1/2  m.l. 

B.  Coli  absent  from  100  m.l. 

12  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

m.l. 

Remarks  ....  Satisfactory 

Of 

Satis- 

Contamin- 

i 

doubtful 

factory 

ated. 

• 

purity. 

Chemical. 

No.  la 

No.  lb. 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Domestic 

Copper 

Industrial 

River 

supply 

service 

supply 

Gwendraeth 

lead 

pipe 

Marshfield 

intake. 

* 

service 

filter 

Square 

pipe. 

beds. 

Hydrant 

Appearance  in  two  feet.. 

..  Pale 

Yellowish 

Yellowish 

Yellowish 

tube  - 

. green 

fairly 

fairly 

green 

clear 

clear 

turbid 

fairly  clear 

Reaction  ....  P.H.=  6.8 

Neutral 

P.H.  = 

6.6  Aik. 

P.H.  = 6.8  P.H.  = 7.4 

Colour  (Burgess  Scale) 

35  units  60  units 

130  units  40  units 

Total  Hardness 

3.4 

3.2 

3.0 

10.0 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 
Chlorine 

2.1 

2.1 

2.2 

2.2 

Nitrates  (N)  Oxygen 
absorbed  from  Perman- 

ganate (in  4 hours  at 
80°  F) 

.210 

.925 

.270 

.186 

Saline  (or  “Free” 

Ammonia) 

— 

Organic  (or  “Albuminoid) 

Ammonia 

- 

Poisonous  Metals 
Nitrites  (N)  . • 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Microscopic-Examina- 
tion of  the  Sediment 


(per  million) 
Volume  of  sediment 


Pract. 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

nil 

amount 

amount 

amount- 

Animate 

vegetable 

siliceous 

vegetable 

forms 

debris 

matter 

tissue  and 

rare 

Siliceous 

oxide  of 

debris 

matter 

hon 

oxide  of 

A few 

animate 

iron 

animate 

forms 

A few 

forms 

1 

rare. 

infusoria 

e 

.07. 

.12 

. — 

0.8 

1.0 

0.8 

Remarks : — 

la.  — Chemical  Analysis  indicates  efficient  filtration,  with 

some  reduction  in  oxidisable  organic. 

lb.  — A soft  neutral  water,  of  moderate  organic  purity. 

2.  — A fairly  turbid  peaty  water  of  moderate  organic 

purity. 

3.  — The  chemical  and  physical  characters  are  fairly  good 

for  the  river  water. 


Safeguarding  of  Water  Supplies. — The  whole  of  the  men  em- 
ployed by  the  Town  Council  in  their  water  undertaking  have 
been  ascertained  by  bacteriological  tests  to  be  free  from  the 
infection  of  enteric  fever  and  allied  diseases.  All  new  workmen 
are  required  to  pass  a similar  test  before  being  employed  in 
connection  with  the  town’s  water  supply. 

Water  Distribution. — The  percentage  of  dwelling  houses  in 
the  borough  supplied  with  water  direct  from  mains  is  99.79 
and  the  percentage  of  houses  supplied  from  public  taps  is  0.21. 


Rainfall. — The  rainfall  for  the  year  1944  was  50.91  inches  and 
rain  fell  on  203 ‘days.  The  average  rainfall  for  the  past  64  years 
at  the  Cwmlliedi  Reservoir  was  50.76  inches.  One  inch,  or  over, 
of  rain  fell  in  24  hours  on  nine  occasions.  The  highest  falls 
occurred  on  4th  September  and  20th  October  when  1.65  inches 
were  recorded, 


Closet  Accommodation. — 


Number  of  houses  provided  with  pails  collected 
by  the  Corporation 


91 


Number  of  houses  with  pails,  contents  disposed 
of  by  householders 
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Number  of  houses  with  private  cesspools 


47 


Public  Cleansing. — 

Highway  refuse  (including  street  guh'  ' No  estimate 


Provision  of  Houses. — 

No  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  Borough  during  1944. 

Smoke  Abatement. — Various  complains  of  nuisances  caused 
by  smoke  and  grit  received  the  attention  of  the  Department 
during  the  year.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  assisted  in  the 
investigation  and  frequent  reports  were  made  by  him  to  the 
Health  Committee  regarding  measures  for  their  abatement. 


A woman  housing  inspector,  Mrs.  0.  Morris,  S.R.N.,  visits 
all  houses  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation.  Where  con- 
ditions are  not  satisfactory  further  visits  are  made.  She  is 
required  to  make  investigations  into  the  crcumstances  of 
applicants  for  Corporation  houses. 


Milk  Supply.— The  number  of  registered  milk  retailers  in  the 
borough  was  96,  of  whom  10  were  licensed  for  the  sale  of 


Regular  inspections  of  all  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the 
Borough  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained. 


House  and  Trade  refuse 
Market  refuse 


available 
for  1944. 


HOUSING. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


designated  milk. 


IS 


Milk  Sampling  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. — 

This  has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  and  the  results 
are  set  out  below: — 

(1)  Taken  from  Retailers: 

(a)  Ordinary  Milk: 

• . • 

Number  of  samples  examined  ....  ....  38 

Number  that  complied  with  Accredited  standard  23  (60%) 

Number  that  did  not  comply  with  Accredited 

standard  .....  ....  ....  15  (40%) 

7 samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus;  all  were ‘negative. 

(2)  Taken  from  School  Supplies: 

Number  of  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  examined  8 

Number  that  complied  with  pasteurised  standard  4 

Number  that  did  not  comply  with  pasteurised 

standard  ....  ....  ....  4 

The  8 samples  were  also  subjected  to  the  Phosphatase  Test 
for.  heat-treated  milk.  Seven  samples  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factorily pasteurised  and  one  result  indicated  imperfect  pasteur- 
isation 

The  results  of  all  samples  of  milk  taken  are  sent  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Veterinary  Inspector, 
Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill.  The  results  are  also  given  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Llanelly  Rural  District  of  samples  taken 
from  producers  in  his  district. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. — Shops,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc.,  are 
visited  regularly,  and  particulars  of  condemnations  are  con- 
tained in  the  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S.,  is  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  the  Borough  and  is  responsible  for  the  inspections 
and  condemnations  of  animals  and  carcases  in  the  public 
slaughterhouse. 

Thirteen  licences  were  granted  by  the  Town  Council  during 
the  year,  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 


19 


Condemnations  in  1944. 

1.  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis. 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned: 

105  cows ; 7 calves  ; 30  sheep  and  lambs  ; 2 pigs. 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con- 

demned : 

214  cattle,  excluding  cows;  435  cows;  11  calves; 
1,586  sheep  and- lambs ; 6 pigs. 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuberculosis : 

Cattle,  excluding  cows,  15.11;  cows,  46.87;  calves, 
0.29;  sheep  and  lambs,  8.31;  pigs,  14.81. 

2.  Tuberculosis  Only : 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned: 

31  cattle,  excluding  cows ; 32  cows ; 1 calf ; 1 pig. 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con 
demned: — 109  cattle,  excluding  cows,  266  cows. 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis: — Cattle,  excluding  cows,  9.88;  cows, 
25.86;  calves,  0.001;  pigs,  1.85. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

• 

, P^therif;~Nijle,,cases  were  notified  in  1944,  four  of  whom  were 
°ne,°  these  was  re-diagnosed  upon  admission  into 
solation  Hospital  as  monocytic  leukaemia.  Of  the  remaining  five 

month s°bpf  t had  colfP.leted  immunisation  treatment  two 

wTa  visitor’ to  thpT8  intp  hosPital  I a second  child 

a dinh^Wic.  ih  town  and  waa  ascertained  that  there  was 

ThettSr 5 J m Ihe  h°me  before  he  carne  to  Llanelly 
J-ne  third  child  received  thp  „ “msuy. 

ssr*  “d  the  fifai  chiid  - * viSittihirBbu?a'i 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. — Reference  was  made  in  the  Annual 

Report  for  1943  to  the  control  of  diphtheria  by  the  protective 
inoculation  of  children  and  to  the  fact  that  85  per  cent,  of 
children  under  the  age  of  5 years,  and  71.4  per  cent,  of  those  under 
the  age  of  15  years  had  received  the  full  course  of  inoculations, 
and  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  of  a child  under  the  age  of  15  had 
been  notified  till  the  end  of  July.  The  first . notification  after 
that  was  received  in  August.  A child  was  brought  to  Llanelly 
on  a short  holiday  and  was  swabbed  as  there  was  a carrier  at 
home.  A positive  result  was  obtained  but  there  were  no 
symptoms.  This  case  may  be  considered  to  be  a case  of 
bacteriological  diphtheria — an  immune  carrier — as  he  had  received 
a course  of  injections  to  protect  him  against  diphtheria.  Another 
child  was  notified  in  September.  The  illness  was  a very  mild 
one  due  to  the  fact  that  only  partial  protection  had  been  con- 
ferred, only  two  months  having  elapsed  since  the  last  inoculation. 

It  can  justifiably  be  affirmed  that  the  steps  taken  to  protect 
children  against  diphtheria  have  been  remarkably  successful. 
Before  immunisation  was  practised  a considerable  number  of 
children  suffered  from  diphtheria  a proportion  of  whom  did  not 
recover.  This  has  also  been  reflected  in  the  great  saving  to  the 
Llanelly  Authority  in  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  treatment  in 
hospital. 

The  attendance  of  children,  the  majority  of  whom  are  infants 
about  a year  old  is  very  satisfactory,  the  response  of  parents 
to  the  request  to  have  their  children  protected  against  diphtheria 
continuing  to  be  very  good.  The  number  of  children  under  the 
age  of  5 years  who  received  the  full  course  of  injections  of 
A.P.T.  in  1944  was  404.  The  total  number  of  children  who  have 
been  dealt  with  since  diphtheria  immunisation  was  begun  in 
1940  is  6,113,  under  5 years  of  age  2,274;  5 years  and  under  15, 
3,689  and  over  15  years  of  age,  150. 

The  Schick  Test  to  determine  whether  complete  immunisa- 
tion has  been  -conferred  following  the  inoculations  has  not  been 
practicable. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  of  troublesome  symptoms 
following  the  injections. 

Children  under  the  age  of  eight  years  receive  two  injections 
of  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  (A.P.T.) , 0.2cc,  followed  by 
0.5cc.,  after  an  interval  of  four  weeks.  Older  children  are  given 
three  inoculations  of  Toxoid  Antitoxin  Floccules  (T.A.F.),  lcc. 
each  time  with  an  interval  of  two  weeks  between  inoculations. 
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Since  protection  by  inoculation  of  children  has  been  given 
the  number  of  notifications  of  diphtheria  has  greatly  decreased. 
The  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  five  years  1940 — 44  for 
children  under  the  age  of  15  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 

I 

Notifications.  No.  completely  No.  not 
immunised,  immunised. 


1940 

146 

— 

146 

1941 

112 

2t 

110 

1942 

15 

4t 

11 

1943 

8 

2 * 

6 

1944 

5 

2§ 

8 

2t — were  re-diagnosed  tonsillitis. 

41 — 2 were  re-diagnosed  tonsillitis;  1 was  discharged  “nil 
abnormal  detected”;  1 lapse  pf  oyer  8 months  be- 
tween inj  ections . 

2* — 1 re-diagnosed  tonsillitis  and  1 glandular  fever. 

* 

2§ — 1 was  an  “immune  carrier”  and  1 was  immunised  2 
months  before  admission,  being  within  the  period  of 
immunity. 


During  1944  of  the  number  of  children  completely 
immunised  those  between  the  age  of  1 and  2 years  were  far  in 
excess  of  those  of  all  other  age  groups,  253  of  the  404  under  5 
years  being  of  the  youngest  age.  This  preponderance  is 
maintained  in  the  first  half-year  of  1945  when  116  of  the  first 

age  group  were  completely  immunised  out  of  a total  of  150  under 
5 years  of  age. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Calendar  Year  1944 
(Loeal  Statistics). 


Disease 

Number 
of  cases 
notified 

Number 
of  cases 
removed 
to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Remarks 

Diphtheria 

9 

7 

Includes 

1 non-civilian 

Scarlet  Fever 

137 

23 

— 

Pneumonia 

59 

1 

18 

1 non-civilian 

Measles 

62 

1 

— 

1 evacuee 

Whooping  Cough 

214 

4 

2 

4 evacuees 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

6 

2 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  .... 

4 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

9 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

14 

9 

— 

4 evacuees 

Cerebrospinal  fever 

4 

2 

1 

1 non-civilian 

Paratyphoid  fever 

1 

1 

— 

removed  to 
military  hospital 

NOTE: 

DIPHTHERIA. — Three  of  the  cases  notified  were  re-diagnosed — 
two  as  tonsillitis  and  one  as  monocytic  leukaemia. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — One  case  was  re-diagnosed  as  infectious 
monocolioais. 


PARATYPHOID. — This  case  was  re-diagnosed  as  acute  enteritis. 


Analysis  of  the  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  under  the  following  Age-Groups: 
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Tuberculosis: — 53  cases  (1.60  per  1,000  population)  of  respira- 
tory tuberculosis  were  potified  in  1944 — 28  males  and  25  females ; 
17  deaths  (0.51  per  1,000  population) — 9 males  and  8 females 
were  recorded.  (Local  Statistics) . 

14  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  (0.42  per  1,000  popula- 
tion) were  notified — 9 males  and  5 females;  4 deaths  (0.12  per 
1,000  population) — 3 males  and  1 female  were  recorded.  (Local 
Statistics) . 

During  the  11  year  period  1934  to  1944  the  notification  rate 
for  respiratory  tuberculosis  decreased  regularly  from  1.42  per 
1,000  in  1934  to  0..51  per  1,000  in  1939.  Thereafter  the  rate  rose 
gradually  in  the  war  years  from  0.91  per  1,000  in  1940  to  1.60 
in  1944  (excepting  the  year  1941  'when  the  rate  was  0.84  per 
1,000). 

Since  the  introduction  of  mass  radiography  a considerable 
number  of  persons,  mostly  members  of  the  Forces,  who  were 
apparently  in  good  health,  have  been  discovered  to  be  infected 
with  tuberculosis  in  an  early  stage.  In  these  cases  no  signs  had 
been  detected  by  the  ordinary  methods  of  medical  examinations. 
As  tuberculosis  is  a progressive  disease  its  detection  by  the  use 
of  mass  radiography  affords  the  best  chance  for  complete  cure. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  every  district  is  required 
to  inform  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  of  all 
cases  of  tuberculosis  on  his  register,  as  and  when  required,  and 
a special  form  is  provided  for  this  purpose.  This  information 
is  important  at  the  time  of  each  medical  examination  before  the 
question  of  drafting  into  one  or  other  of  the  services  is  considered. 

Form  M235/1  (Welsh  National  Memorial  Association)  giving 
particulars  of  every  case  notified — home  conditions,  contacts, 
financial  circumstances,  etc.,  is  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
who  is  supplied  with  subsequent  reports  following  visits  of  the 
Health  Visitors  as  to  the  condition  of  the  patient,  etc.,  at  the 
time  of  visiting  the  house,  and  of  any  changes  in  the  family 
circumstances. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  j the  Ministr}7  of 
Health,  quarterly  statements  are  sent  to  the.  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  following  is  a statement  giving  the  same 
particulars  for  the  year  1944. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the 


commencement  of  the  year: 

Males : Respiratory  ....  ....  80 

Non-respiratory  ....  37 

Females:  Respiratory  ....  ....  48- 

Non-respiratory  ....  . 38 
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(b)  Number  of  cases  notified  under  the  Regulations  of 

1930  for  the  first  time  during  the  year: 

Males:  Respiratory  ....  ....  28 

Non-respiratory  ....  9 

Females:  Respiratory  ....  25 

Non-respiratory  ....  5 

67 

(c)  Number  of  cases  restored  to  register: 

Females:  Respiratory  ....  ....  2 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added  to  Register  and  brought  to 

notice  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification: — 


Males : Respiratory 

2 

Females:  Respiratory 

1 

Non-respiratory 

1 

4 

(e)  Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end 


of  the  year : 

Males:  Respiratory  ....  ....  76 

Non-respiratory  ....  32 

Females:  Respiratory  ....  63 

Non-Respiratory  ....  37 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  and  Non-respiratory 
notified  during  1944  and  the  Number  of  Deaths.  (Local  Statistics) 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Respij 

-atory  | Non-resp.  | 

Respiratory. 

Non-resp. 

M. 

' F. 

M.  ^ F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

0— 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Llanelly  Muniolpal  Borough  in  1944. 
Registrar  General’s  Statistics. 


1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebrospinal  fever 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

4.  Whooping  cough 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

7.  Tuberculosis — Other  forms 

8.  Syphilitic  disease 

9.  Influenza 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

12.  Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

13.  M.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

13.  F.  Cancer  of  uterus 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

16.  Cancer — all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

19.  Heart  disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  births 

o?'  £°?&®nital  malformations,  birth  injury,  etc 

33.  buicide  • 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

35.  Olher  violent  causes 

36.  All  other  causes 

Total  of 
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Cancer— Sites,  Age-periods,  and  for  each  Sex  (Local  Statistics) . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


Number  of  preliminary  notices  served 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  statutory  notices  served 
Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  complaints  received 
Owners  and  other  persons  interviewed 

DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances 

Houses  inspected  for  infectious  diseases 

Houses  re-inspected 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

Workplaces  or  other  premises 

Laundries 

Dairies 

Cowsheds 

Milkshops 

Milk  purveyor’s  vehicles 
Ice  cream  premises 
Bakehouses 

Food  preparing  premises 
Slaughterhouse 

Butchers’  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles 

Provision  stores 

Fishmongers 

Greengrocers’  shops 

Restaurants  and  kitchens 

Chip  shops 

Schools 

Inns  and  Clubs 
Tents,  vans,  sheds 
Common  lodging  houses 
Houses  let  in  lodgings 
Amusement  places 

ships  ....  ;;;; 

Offensive  trades : — 

Marine  store  dealers 
Marine  store  hawkers 
Gutscrapers 
Fish  friers 

Shops 

Rat  infestations 
Drains 


....  816 
....  319 

18 
11 

....  205 

....  1,282 


593. 

191 

1,100 

123 

31 

2 

20 

148 

69 

4 

423 

1 

90 

28 

27 

2,268 

2,072 

399 

1,617 

9 

8 

61 

23 

39 

26 

33 

3 

1 


41 

29 

28 

76 

8 

240 


520 
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Sewers  ....  ....  , .... 

Cesspools 

Watercourses 

Back  lanes 

Swine  and  other  animals  .... 

Smoke  and  grit 
Accumulations 
Water  supply 
Public  conveniences 
Tips 

Miscellaneous 

NUISANCES  ABATED. 


Houses — External  work.  Preliminary 

Boots  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  86 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ....  ....  15 

Gutters  renewed  or  repaired  ....  65 

Bainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ....  43 

Walls  renewed  or  repaired  ....  ....  23 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  ....  2 

Through  or  permanent  ventilation  provided  8 
Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired  ....  25 

Water  closets  renewed  or  repaired  ....  63 

Drainage  renewed  or  repaired  ....  71 

Houses — Internal  work. 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ....  ....  47 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  ....  42 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  ....  ....  7 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  ....  21 

Stairs  renewed  or  repired  ....  1 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  ....  9 

Sinks  and  water  supply  renewed  or  repaired  23 
Miscellaneous  items  dealt  with  ....  88 


FUMIGATIONS. 


....  Ill 
24 
26 

:...  172 

15 
9 

66 

18 

92 

10 

....  550 


Statutory 

2 

3 

2 

1 


1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 


2 


Number  of  houses  disinfected  following  infectious  diseases  130 
Number  of  articles  steam  disinfected  ....  ....  1363 

Number  of  Library  books  disinfected  ....  ....  76 

Pubbc  Mortuary  cleansed  ....  ....•  ' ....  53 


FOOD  CONDEMNATIONS. 


2,367  tins  of  milk. 

404  tins  of  meat. 

313  tins  of  vegetables. 

390  tins  of  fish. 

129  tins  of  fruit. 

36  tins  of  custard  powder. 
140  lbs.  tinned  butter. 

216  lbs.  meat. 

1,571  lbs.  bacon 


421  lbs.  sausages. 

591  lbs.  fish. 

36  rabbits. 

246  lbs.  dried  fruit. 

42  lbs.  egg  substitutes. 
480  lbs.  flour. 

70  lbs.  pudding  mixture. 
44  lbs.  chocolate. 

400  bottles  of  sauce. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

The  initial  treatments  of  the  main  sewers  in  the  town  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  In  addition, N the  River  Lliedi,  the 
Slaughterhouse,  and  the  Market  were  also  dealt  with.  The  town 
refuse  tip  is  regularly  treated  by  the  rat  catchers  of  the  Car- 
marthenshire War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  under 
contract  with  the  Town  Council. 

R.  EVANS. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Public  Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly. 

1945. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Medical  Inspection  Arrangements.— Children  in  the  same  age 

groups  as  in  former  years  were  medically  inspected  at  the  schools. 
Special  examinations  of  evacuated  children,  and  the  children 

referred  to  the  medical  inspection  clinic,  were  also  undertaken.  * 

% 

The  number  of  children  on  the  schools  registers  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  4,394,  with  an  average  attendance  of  3,871. 


The  total  number  of  children  inspected  at  “routine”  exam 
inations  was  1,368  (and  481  evacuees)  made  up  as  follows: 


Entrants 


....  350  boys  and  292  girls 


Second  age  groups 

....  143 

Third  age  groups 

....  114 

Other  ages 

....  106 

Evacuees 

....  203 

The  number  of  children 
inspection  clinic  was  102. 

referred  to 

» 137  „ 

. „ 

. HI  „ 

. 278  „ 
weekly  medical 


Number  of  re-inspections  was  364  and  19  Evacuees. 

Clothing  ....  “Fair”— 123  children — 8.9%  (1943 7.9% } 

Bad”—  92  children—  6.0%  (1943—  6.1%. 
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Footgear 


....  “Fair” — 150  children — 10.9%  (1943 — 11.1%; 
....  “Bad” — 141  children — 10.3%  (1943 — 11.4%; 


Uncleanliness 


....  Body — Boys  91 — 12.7% 
Girls  66—10.0% 
Head — Boys  30 — 4.2% 
Girl®  126—19.2% 


(1943 — 12.6%) 
(1943—10.5%) 
(1943—  5.1%) 
(1943—18.1%) 


Nutrition  1944.  1943.  1942. 

Excellent  ....  490—35.82  % 711—35.55%  437—30.01% 

Normal  555^0.57%  801—40.40%  698—47.93% 

Slightly  subnormal  ....  268 — 19.59%  375—18.75%  221 — 15.17% 

Bad  55—  4.01%  112—  5.61%  100—  6.88% 


The  number  of  children  receiving  milk  in  the  schools,  either 
free  or  at  cost  of  Id.  per  pint,  was  2,991.  No  precise 
information  is  available  as  to  the  effects  on  the  nutrition 
of  the  children  of  the  milk  supplied  to  them,  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  its  beneficial  influence  on  their  nutrition,  particularly 
. in  the  case  of  families  that  normally  purchase  very  little  milk. 
Milk  is  also  available  for  consumption  at  their  home  to  children 
absent  from  school  for  medical  reasons. 


Skin  Direases. — 147  cases. 

Eye  Diseases. — -Blepharitis:  12  cases. 

Squint:  29  cases. 
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Defective  Vision. — The  following  table  shows  the  results  of 
the  examination  of  712  children. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Per  cent. 

1.  Both  eyes  normal 

313 

302 

605 

86.38 

2.  One  eye  normal,  one  eye 
slightly  defective 

13 

21 

34 

4.78 

3.  One  eye  normal;  one  eye 

very  defective  

15 

13 

28 

3.93 

4.  Both  eyes  slightly  defective 

9 

12 

21 

2.95 

5.  One  eye  slightly  defective 

3 

4 

7 

0.98 

6.  Both  eyes  very  defective 

4 

3 

7 

0.98 

Totals 

357 

355 

712 

100.00 

1 and  2 are  classed  “good”  vision,  91.16  per  cent.  ; 3 and  1 
as  “fair”  vision,  6.98  per  cent.;  5 and  6 as  “bad”  vision,  1.96 
per  cent. 


Children  are  examined  at  the  Eye  Clinic  after  being  referred 
to  the  Eye  Specialist  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Defective  Hearing. — Fourteen  children,  1.2%,  had  markedly 
defective  hearing,  the  whispering  test  being  used. 

Nose  and  Throat. — Enlarged  tonsils  of  moderate  degree,  389 
children,  28.4  per  cent.  (211  boys  and  178  girls)  ; enlarged  tonsils 
of  marked  degree,  24  children,  1.82  per  cent.  (9  boys,  15  girls)  ; 
tonsils  and  adenoids  present  together,  12  children,  0.91  per  cent 
(7  boys,  5 girls).  • 

Defective  Speech.— 12  children,  0.9  per  cent. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — Organic  disease  of  the  heart,  1 child, 
0.7  per  cent.  ; functional  disease  of  the  heart,  23  children,  1.6 
per  cent.  ; anaemia,  124  children,  9.0  per  cent. 

Rickets.— 95  children  showed  signs  of  deformity  resulting  from 
this  disease. 

.TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 

Schcol  Clinic. — The  average  daily  attendance  was  35  Tim 
number  ranged  between  30  and  50  on  the  days  when  the'  schoo’s 
were  open.  During  all  holidays  the  clinic  is  open  for  treatment. 


When  the  condition  of  a child  is  such  that  general  treatment 
is  indicated,  remedies  such  as  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  Extract 
are  provided.  A complete  record  is  kept  of  all  children  receiving 
Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  Extract  without  payment,  and  this  is 
only  issued  free  after  parents  have  completed1  a form  giving 
information  as  to  the  income  per  head  received  every  week  by 
the  parents. 

Arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  evacuees  are  the  same  as 
for  local  children.  Cases  requiring  treatment  for  defective  vision 
are  referred  to  the  Eye  Specialist  and  spectacles  are  provided  if 
prescribed  by  him.  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  Extract  is  issued 
free  of  cost  to  the  foster-parents.  The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  at  the  Minor 
Ailment  Clinic.  The  figures  for  evacuees  are  printed  in  heavy 
type. 

Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


Ringworm:  head  .... 

body  . .. 

Scabies  

Impetigo  1 

Minor  injuries 

Septic  sores 

Vermin:  head 
body 
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Under  treatment 
at  end  of  year. 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


In  addition  to  the  remedial  work  that  has  hitherto  been  carried 
on  at  the  Clinic,  an  ultra-violet  light  apparatus  and  other  electrical 
equipment  have  been  used,  mainly  in  the  case  of  children  showing 
evidence  of  rickety  deformities  and  have  been  of  much  value  in 
supplementing  remedial  exercises.  Good  results  have  been 
obtained  in  the  case  of  debilited  and  anaemic  children.  A few 
children  with  tuberculous  glands  have  also  been  treated  by  U.V. 
light,  but  the  results  cannot  yet  be  assessed  owing  to  the  short 
duration  of  treatment. 


The  premises  belonging  to  the  Wesleyan  Chapel  now  used 
as  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  are  not  very  commodious  but  satis- 
factory work  has  been  done  in  spite  of  this. 

Mi.  A.  0.  Parker,  the  Consulting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  paid 
visits  to  the  clinic  to  supervise  the  treatment  of  children  and 
give  advice  as  to  any  further  treatment  either  in  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff,  or  in  the  Clinic.  He  has  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  work  carried  on. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


No.  of  cases  under  treatment  at 

beginning  of  the  year  

No.  of  new  cases  

Cases  left  area  or  school 

Attendances  for  treatment  

No.  of  Home  Visits  ’ 

No.  of  cases  admitted  into  Prince 
of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff 
No.  of  children  attending  U.V.R. 

Clinic  

Attendances  at  U.V.R.  Clinic 

Orders  issued  for  alterations,  splints, 

repairs,  etc.  

No.  of  cases  under  treatment  at  end 
of  the  year 


Education 

Maternity 
and  Child 
Welfare 

Evacuees 

303 

154 

10 

110 

98 

11 

57 

6 

5 

3940 

1345 

210 

16 

2 

1 

3 

— 

87 

73 

3 

1138 

809 

25 

493 

218 

6 

356 

t 

246 

16 

Treatment  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.-Children  whose 
parents  were  not  subscribers  under  the  Workmen’s  Medical 
Scheme,  were  referred  to  Dr.  T.  I.  Williams,  the  Ear,  Nose  and 
uoat  Specialist,  for  operative  treatment. 


exSed'nfwh'0"^  Teac(here--Big1’t  teachers  were  medically 
Authority  ^ 
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Sick  Bays  for  Evacuated  Children.— The  County  Council  have 
established  two  Sick  Bays,  one  at  Felinfoel  House  for  contagious 
skin  diseases,  with  accommodation  for  25  children,  the  other  at 
No.  1,  New  Road,  with  accommodation  for  12  children  during 
convalescence  after  illness,  and  sometimes  “difficult”  children. 
The  accommodation  at  Felinfoel  House  is  soriaetimes  fully 
utilised,  the  principal  diseases  treated  being  scabies  and  impetigo. 
A few  cases  of  ringworm  and  psoriasis  have  also  been  admitted 
for  treatment. 

School  Camp,  Pendinc. — The  Camp  was  only  used  for  a short 
time  in  1940  as  the  premises  were  taken  over  for  other  purposes 
and  it  has  not  been  used  since  for  the  reception  of  children. 

Dull  and  Backward  Children. 

No.  of  children  examined  in  1944  ....  ....  67 

Recommended  for  retention  in  Special  Class  ....  30 

Recommended  for  transfer  from  Ordinary  to 

Special  Class  ....  ....  ....  9 

Notification  of  Feeble-minded  and  Other  Children. — No  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year  to  the  Local  Authority,  the  County 
Council,  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Regulations,  1928. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. — Dr.  T.  E.  Mathias,  the 
School  Dental  Surgeon,  submits  ithe  following  table  showing  the 
number  of  school  children  and  the  nature  of  work  done  in  the 
routine  age  groups.  70  “Specials”  and  66  evacuees  were  attended 
to  during  the  year. 

Comparison  with  similar  tables  shows  there  is  a continued 
decrease  in  the  percentage  of  children  found  to  require  treatment. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


Age 

No.  found  to 
No  in-  require 
spected.  treatment. 

Number 

treated. 

Teeth 

filled. 

Ratio  of 
Teeth  teeth  filled 
extracted  to  teeth 
extracted. 

6. 

299 

154—51.5% 

87—56.4% 

60 

301 

1 : 5. 

7. 

318 

173—54.4% 

121—69.9% 

192 

457 

1 : 2.39 

8. 

371 

287—61.1% 

170—59.2% 

272 

319 

1 : 1.13 

9. 

388 

258—66.6% 

171—66.2% 

285 

241 

1 : 0.84 

10. 

409 

294—61.1% 

162—55.1% 

273 

168 

1 : 0.61 

11. 

421 

263—62.4% 

202—76.5% 

150 

163 

1 : 1.08 

12. 

326 

236—72.3% 

150—63.5% 

166 

111 

1 : 0.66 

13. 

318 

206—64.7% 

130—63.1% 

148 

61 

1 : 0.41 

14. 

179 

132—73.7% 

65—49.2% 

112 

32 

1 : 0.28 

All 

ages 

3029 

2003—66.1% 

1258—62.8% 

1658 

1853 

1 : 1.11 

School 

Di  nners . — S ch  ool 

dinners  hav 

e been  prov 

ided  at  the 

schools  since  September,  1942.  In  the  initial  stages  approximately 
250  children  received  dinner  at  school,  but  gradually  the  number 


was  increased  until  1,431  have  been  catered  for.  In  1943  the 
Board  of  Education  pressed  for  a greater  number  of  children  to 
be  fed  at  School  which  necessitated  increased  facilities  for  the 
preparation  and  cooking  of  school  meals.  In  view  of  the  rationing 
restrictions  children  are  enabled  to  get  a greater  amount  of 
essential  foodstuffs  than  is  possible  in  their  homes.  The  cost 
to  the  parents  of  a dinner  is  4d.,  but  no  charge  is  made  to  parents 
whose  incomes  fall  below  a certain  figure,  taking  into  account 
the  total  number  in  the  family  and  after  deductions  for  rent, 
rates,  etc. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  meals  served  was  223,504  . 
and  from  September  1942  to  the  end  of  last  year  the  number 
served  was  557,076. 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. — On  page  20  particulars 
are  set  out  regarding  the  progress  made  in  the  immunisation  of 
children  since  this  was  begun  in  December,  1940. 


Nursery  Classes. — A Nursery  Class  was  opened  at  Market 
Street  School  in  May,  1942,  staffed  by  a certified  teacher  trained 
at  the  Rachel  Macmillan  College  and  one  assistant.  The  class  is 
open  from  9 a.m.  to  4.30  p.m.,  and  the  children  are 
brought  and  taken  away  by  the  parents.  The  children  are  given 
milk  in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon,  and  they  receive  a suitable 
mid-day  meal.  Following  this  they  rest  for  an  horn.  The  number 
of  children  on  the  register  is  18,  the  average  attendance  being  13. 


In  July,  1943,  a class  run  on  similar  lines  was  established 
at  the  Morfa  Infants’  School,  the  number  on  the  register  and 
average  attendance  being  respectively  31  and  28. 

Physical  Education. 

Arrangements  for  physical  education  in  the  Borough  are 
generally  similar  to  those  outlined  in  the  1943  report ; the  County 
man  and  woman  Organisers  continue  to  devote  one-fifth  of  their 
respective  times  to  the  work,  and  their  joint  efforts  shew  marked 
progress  in  the  subject. 


Unfortunately,  owing  to  war  restrictions  no  action  has  been 
possible  to  improve  the  facilities  for  the  subject  by  the  provision 
of  Assembly  Halls,  Gymnasia,  etc.,  but  re-modelling  plans  are 
piepared  and  will  be  put  into  effect  when  we  come  to  happier  days. 


Iam  pleased  to  report  that  an  extensive  scheme  of  re-surfacing 
the  school  playgrounds  has  been  carried  out  with  excellent  results° 

, The  subject  in  Boys’  Schools  continue  to  suffer  owing  to  the 
absence  of  young  men  teachers  in  the  Forces,  but  much  of  the 
andicap  is  countered  by  the  enthusiasm  of  young  women 
teachers  who  assiduously  attend  the  frequent  local § refresher 
Couises  arranged  by  the  two  Organisers. 
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The  Visiting  pianist  who  accompanies  modern  dancing  at  one 
of  the  Senior  Schools  continues  to  be  of  great  assistance  thus 
enablng  the  P.T.  mistress  to  give  full  scope  to  demonstration. 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups: — 


Entrants 

...  642 

Second  Age  Group 

...  280 

Third  Age  Group 

...  229 

Total 

...1151 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  . 

...  217 

Grand  total 

...  1368  + 481  Evacuees 

, — Other  Inspections. 

No.  of  Special  Inspections  and 
Re-inspections 

....  364+19  Evacuees 

TABLE  II. 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the 
year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Number  of 
Children 
inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

(Nor 

B 

mal) 

(Sli 

subn 

C 

ghtly 

ormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% - 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1368 

Evacuees 

490 

35.82 

' 555 

40.57 

268 

19.59 

55 

4.01 

481 

205 

42.62 

199 

41.37 

68 

J4.13 

9 

1.87 

TABLE  III. 


GROUP  I. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanli- 
ness) . 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  • 
during  the  year  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme — 

1645  + 201  Evacuees 

GROUP  II. — Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  98  + 12  Evacuees 
Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 

(excluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I)  7 


Total 


....  105  + 12  Evacuees 
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No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed  ....  ....  97  + 12  Evacuees 

(b)  Obtained  under  Authority’s  Scheme  11  + 10  Evacuees 

GROUP  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose 

and  Throat  under  Authority’s  Scheme — 

Received  operative  treatment  ....  ....  Nil. 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ....  One  Evacuee 


TABLE  IY. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist — 

(a)  Routine  age-groups  ....  ....3029  + 78  Evacuees 

(b)  Specials  ....  ....  ....  70  + 66  Evacuees- 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials)  ....  3099+ 144  Evacuees 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

(4)  Attendances  made  by -children  for 

treatment 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to: — 

Inspection 

Treatment 

Total 

(6)  Fillings:  — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

Total  .... 

( 7 ) Extractions : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


....  2073  + 139  Evacuees 
....  1328+ 112  Evacuees 


....  2299  + 188  Evacuees 


26 

370 


396 


....  1564+  172  Evacuees 
....  115+  2 Evacuees 


....  1679  + 174  Evacuees 

....  289+  35 Evacuees 
....1650+  36  Evacuees 


(8) 

(9) 


Total 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics 
for  extractions 

Other  Operations: — 

Permanent  Teeth  .... 

Temporary  Teeth 


1939  + 
156  + 


71  Evacuees 

t 

10  Evacuees 


43 


40 


TABLE  Y. 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made 

during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses 
or  other  authorised  persons  ....  3 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children 

in  the  schools  by  School  Nurses  or 

other  authorised  persons  ....  8139  + 100  Evacuees 

Number  of  individual  children  found 

unclean  ,...  ....  ....  777  + 13  Evacuees 


(hi) 

(iv) 


8 Evacuees 


Nil 

Nil 


Number  of  individual  children  cleansed 
under  Section  87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the 
Education  Act,  1921  ....  ....  30  + 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal 
proceedings  were  taken:  — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  .... 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws 

TABLE  YI. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  blind  and  deaf  children 
who  are  NOT  at  the  present  time  receiving  education  suitable  for 
their  special  needs.  The  return  should  relate  to  all  such  children 
including  evacuees  resident  in  the  Authority’s  area. 


1 

1 

2 

3 

At  a Public 

At  an  Institution 

Elementary 

other  than  a 

At  no  School 

School. 

Special  School 

or  Institute 

Blind  Children 

— 

— 

— 

Deaf  Children 

— 

— 

+ On  Waiting  List. 

SCHOOL  NURSING  STAFF. 

(Excluding  Specialist  Nurses  such-  as  Orthopaedic  Nurses) . 


No.  of  Officers 

Aggregate  of  time  given  to 
SMS  work  in  terms  of  whole 
time  Officers. 

School  Nurses 

5 

3/5 

District  Nurses 

— 

— 

Nursing  Assistants 

— 

— 

Dental  Attendants 

, 1 

9/10 

m 


f 


i 


1 


1 


